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Herkimer, NY— Three Herkimer County Community College seniors are recipients of the 2008 SUNY Chancellor’s 

Award for Student Excellence. The Chancellor’s Award for Student Excellence was created 11 years ago to recognize 

students who have best demonstrated, and been recognized for, the integration of academic excellence with 

accomplishments in the areas of leadership, athletics, community service, creative and performing arts or career 

achievement. The average Grade Point Average (GPA) for all recipients this year is 3.75. 

Beau Babcock is a Physical Therapist Assistant major. Babcock is a member of Phi Theta Kappa 

international honor society and was named to the President’s List for three consecutive semesters. He held the rank of 

Sergeant E-5 in the United States Army and led soldiers into combat in two separate operations (Afghanistan and Iraq) 

between August 2002 and December 2004. He was the Base Defense Operations Center Sergeant at Camp Mercury, 

Fallujah, Iraq. He is the recipient of several medals including the Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal, National Defense 

Service Medal, two Army Commendation Medals, two Army Achievement Medals and an Army Good Conduct Medal. 

Babcock has also been active in supporting the National Cancer Society and the Sherburne Preschool. He resides in 

Earlville, NY with his wife and daughter. 

Stacey Pagano, Seneca Falls, is a Business Administration major. Pagano is President of Phi Beta Lambda, 

the college division of Future Business Leaders of America. She has won several Phi Beta Lambda competitive events 

at the national and state levels. She also serves as vice president of HCCC’s Peer Tutor Club, vice president of the 

HCCC Student Government Association and secretary of New York State’s Phi Beta Lambda organization. Pagano is 

the recipient of a Presidential Scholarship and has participated in a variety of community service activities. Pagano is a 

certified black belt in martial arts. 

Rebecca Sasenbury, Canastota, is a senior in Criminal Justice: Forensic Investigations. A member of the 

honors program and Phi Theta Kappa international honor society, Sasenbury was named to the President’s List in the 

fall of 2006 and to the Dean’s List in the spring of 2007. She has held several leadership positions in various student 

organizations and currently serves as president of the Criminal Justice Club and treasurer of the Peer Tutor Club. She 

is a student ambassador for HCCC and has participated in many community service activities. 

―These students are role models for other students here at Herkimer and throughout the state. I am very proud 

of their academic success and the significant contributions they have made to the college and community,‖ said 

President Ronald Williams. 

The students were honored by SUNY Interim Chancellor Dr. John B. Clark at a ceremony, along with 272 

other students from SUNY colleges and universities, held at the Empire State Plaza in Albany on April 7. A complete 

list of this year’s recipients is available online at www.suny.edu. 



### 

Photo Caption: HCCC seniors Beau Babcock, Earlville; Stacey Pagano, Seneca Falls; and Rebecca Sasenbury, 
Canastota, recently received the prestigious SUNY Chancellorôs Award for Student Excellence. Pictured are 
Pagano (left) and Sasenbury.  
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