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Herkimer, New YorkðThe Ethos Percussion Group and Lark Quartet will perform Coming to America at Herkimer 

County Community Collegeôs Sarkus-Busch Theater on Friday, April 25 at 8:00 p.m. The performance is the second 

concert of The Robert H. Wood Great Artists Series. 

 

The collaboration of the Ethos Percussion Group and Lark Quartet brings diverse cultural forces together in a unique 

blend. With repertoire ranging from Peter Schickele and Daniel Bernard Roumain to Captain Beefheart and Riad El-

Soumbati, Coming to America is a joyous taste of New World Music. 

 

About the Lark Quartet 

The Lark Quartet delights audiences with its ebullient energy, passionate commitment, and imaginative artistry. The 

foursome of Maria Bachmann, Deborah Buck, Kathryn Lockwood, and Astrid Schween, have combined to form a 

ñpolished and warmly communicative ensembleò that delivers ña performance of grace, proportion, and burnished 

brilliance,ò according to Tim Page of the Washington Post. Performing with a unique blend of excitement, individuality, 

technical brilliance and an unusually sonorous quartet sound, the Lark has won the acclaim of critics and audiences 

alike. 

 

Building on the group's illustrious commissioning history, the Lark continues its bold approach to wide-ranging musical 

styles. Exciting new projects are putting the Lark at the forefront of current musical life and include a commission by 

Daniel Bernard Roumain ("DBR") whose fusion of Classical with jazz and hip-hop is igniting a fire around the country 

and appeals to masses of younger and older audiences. In a ground-breaking new venture, the Lark is co-creating a 

new genre in an adventurous collaboration with Ethos Percussion Group in which they commission composers for 

original works as well as arrangements of pop music and Middle Eastern music for the two groups to play 

together. The Lark has commissioned 2004 Pulitzer winner Paul Moravec, hailed by critics as one of the leading ñNew 

Tonalists," to write a piano quintet for them. One of the youngest composers ever to win a Pulitzer, Moravec will 

complete his quintet for the Larks in 2007, and they will be joined by renowned pianist Jeremy Denk for the premiere of 

the work. 

  

In addition to its cutting-edge special projects and commissions, The Lark maintains its tradition of excellence in the 

classical quartet repertoire. They recently completed the Beethoven quartet cycle for the Beethoven Society of New 



York, and are noted as having a special affinity for the music of Ravel, Debussy, and Bartók. 

  

Over the course of its long history, (the ensemble was formed in 1985), the Lark has earned numerous international 

awards, including the Naumburg and Shostakovitch Prizes; commissioned leading American composers such as 

Aaron Jay Kernis who wrote his Pulitzer winning ñMusica Instrumentalisò for them, Peter Schickele, Julia Wolfe, and 

Jennifer Higdon; and collaborated with artists as varied as dancer-choreographer Bill T. Jones, Edgar Meyer, and Gary 

Graffman.  The quartet has held the position of ensemble-in-residence at Columbia University's Miller Theatre, 

Dartmouth College, and Florida State and Ohio Universities. In 2005, the Lark was appointed Quartet in Residence at 

the University of Massachusetts at Amherst. The Lark Quartet is represented by Vantage Artists, and more information 

can be found at www.larkquartet.com. 

 

About the Ethos Percussion Group 

For more than fifteen years, Ethos Percussion Group has inspired audiences throughout the country with its 

exceptional music-making and collective devotion to the incredibly diverse world of percussion music.  Ensemble 

members Trey Files, Eric Phinney, Yousif Sheronick and David Shively are accomplished classical and world music 

artists, each with a distinctive background and musical perspective.  Their substantial combined expertise is the source 

of Ethosô innovative programming, which integrates global instruments and playing styles into the conventions of 

Western chamber music to create a visually and aurally compelling experience.  The ensembleôs  critically-acclaimed 

performances regularly feature numerous commissions and world premieres, traditional rhythms from India, West 

Africa and the Middle East, and landmark works by composers such as John Cage, Lou Harrison and Steve Reich. 

 

Recent seasons have included concerts across the United States and the United Kingdom, with major engagements at 

Carnegie Hall, Lincoln Center's Walter Reade Theater, the Bermuda Festival, London's Wigmore Hall and the 

Percussive Arts Society International Convention.  Recent collaborations include the Kansas City Symphony, Grammy-

winning frame drummer Glen Velez and Indian tabla master Pandit Samir Chatterjee.  Ethos is the recipient of a 

continuing grant from the Jerome Foundation which has funded fifteen commissions for the ensemble.  The premieres 

of these works have been a significant element of the groupôs ongoing concert series dedicated to percussion chamber 

music, which was established in New York City in 1999.  In April 2000, National Public Radio's Morning Edition 

covered the world premiere of Michael Daugherty's Used Car Salesman, which was commissioned for Ethos by 

Hancher Auditorium at the University of Iowa.   

 

Ethos' discography includes Sol Tunnels (2002), The Persistence of Past Chemistries (1999) and Ethos Percussion 

Group (1996). 

 

Since its founding in 1989 by Michael Sgouros, Ethos has remained committed to advancing the percussive arts in 

education as well as performance.  In addition to presenting clinics and master classes at institutions such as The 

Juilliard School, Eastman School of Music and Berklee College of Music, Ethos has worked with thousands of students 

in New York City's public schools through concert and classroom activities.  Ethos is an ensemble-in-residence at La 

Guardia High School for the Performing Arts, and in 2004 the group formed a satellite organization dedicated 

exclusively to arts education known as World Beat. 

 

Ticket Availability 

Tickets for reserved seats are available on a first-come, first-served basis for $20. Additional concert information and 

ticket reservation forms are available at http://www.herkimer.edu/greatartists.htm or by calling 315-866-0300, ext. 

8700. 

 

###     

 

Photos attached. Please note Ethos photos should be credited to Peter Sterling, and Lark Quartet photo should be 

credited to Christian Steiner. 
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