How to search the web based catalog
There are two ways to search for items: Basic Search (the default) or Advanced Search.

Basic Search: there is one search box for you to enter your keywords in. You can also

change what you search for: Keyword or Title or Author or Subject etc. Use the search type
menu to make that selection. If you are searching for a phrase, be sure you click the “yes”

words adjacent. You can also use quotation marks around your words.

Example: type: nuclear medicine, then click yes to words adjacent. Or you can:
type: “nuclear medicine”
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Search hints:
@ If you choose Yes for "Words adjacent,” you can type in the phrase computer programming and the system will understand that you want only records that have the
word computar NEXT to the word programming.
@ Lowercase letters will find matches of capitalized words also. For example, computerwill find matches for computer, Computerand COMPUTER.
@ You may use the Boolean operators AND and OR in your search string. For example, you could type (hearf OR cardiac) AND surgery to retrieve all records having hean
or cargiacin them, together with the word swgeny:
@ Use the ?character to find matches that contain portions of words. For example, gun? will retrieve gun, guns, gunners, gunnery, gunning, etc. In another
example, 7 ofogy will retrieve antfropology, archaeology, psychology, etc. The 7 character may also be used to find variant spellings. For example, atwmizm will find both
the American spelling, a/wminum, and the British spelling, afuminium.
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Advanced Search: there are three search boxes for you to enter keywords in. You can still

change what you search for, the same as the basic search. In this search there is the option

to use Boolean Operators (AND, OR, NOT). AND is the default setting.

Example:

nuclear AND medicine. Will retrieve all items with nuclear AND medicine in them.

nuclear OR medicine. Will retrieve all items that have nuclear OR medicine in them. This
gives you the most results.

nuclear NOT medicine. Will retrieve items that have nuclear but NOT medicine in them.

If you are searching for a phrase be sure you click the “yes” words adjacent. You can also
use quotation marks around your words.

In the Advanced search you can limit your results by item type (Books, Journals, Media
etc...) or by what collection the item belongs to (Reference, Circulating, Bestsellers etc...)
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Search hints:

@ Fill in as much as you'd like. Using more than one line will narrow the search. If you choose Yes for "Words adjacent,” you can type in the phrase computer
Jprogramming and the system will understand that you want only records that have the word computer NEXT to the word programming. Adjacency is not performed if the
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You can save your searches. You can use the check boxes next to the results and add them
to your Basket and print it out or e-mail it for future use.

If you are not finding what you need from our online catalog, click on SUNY Connect Union
Catalog and you will be able to search all of the SUNY Libraries.

World Cat is another catalog, and you can search worldwide for items.
If you find an item you want from another library you can submit an Interlibrary Loan
Request through the ILLiad system.
See a Librarian for details.
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