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Find information using FirstSearch 
 
FirstSearch provides access to a variety of databases, which students and faculty members 
can use to locate articles as well as print and electronic books.  Below is an image of the 
database page.  You can see the list of databases and determine which database is most 
appropriate for your search.   
 

 

 

To find articles, begin by selecting a database.  For example, for research topics related to 

education, select ERIC.  On the basic search page, enter the keywords which describe your 

research topic.  Remember to Limit to Full Text by selecting the box at the bottom.   

List of 

databases 

Databases with full text access 

have an icon in this column 

Click on this tab to organize 

databases by subject and select 

the subject area which best 

describes your research topic 
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Results 

Results are listed by title.  From the results page, you can determine the title and author of 

each document.  To learn more about the document, find source information, read the 

abstract or summary, and access the full text document, click on the title.  Click on Full Text, 

beneath the title on the results page, to access the complete document. 

 

 

As you browse the list of results, you may notice the results are a combination of reports, 

guides, popular magazine articles, and other documents.  By clicking on the title, you can 

determine the source of the document and where it was published, as well as the document 

type.  Certain assignments require only academic resources.    

Title 
Click on the 

title for 
more 
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about the 
document 

Author 
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To search for information in multiple databases, return to the original search screen and 

select the databases to search.  For this example, ArticleFirst, ERIC and WorldCat will be 

searched.   

 

 

After clicking Select, enter your keywords or search terms in the search box, which will 

appear on the new page.  The list of results should look something like the image below.  

The databases selected (ArticleFirst, ERIC, and WorldCat) will retrieve articles and other 

documents, as well as books.  Be sure to check the source and type of document of each 

result.  Items followed by HERKIMER CNTY COMMUN COLLEGE are available at the 

Library.  Click “See more details for locating this item” and on the next screen, click “Find 

this item at HCCC” to be linked to the catalog.  For items without the HERKIMER CNTY 

COMMUN COLLEGE icon, click on “See more details for locating this item” and then click 

“Search for Full Text/Find Copy.”   
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If the item did not include the HERKIMER CNTY COMMUN COLLEGE icon, and if the new 

window states “No full-text holdings were found for this journal” or “Sorry, no holdings 

were found for this book” the item can be requested through Interlibrary loan.  The HCCC 

Library will try to find the item in a local library, and request the item be sent to HCCC.  To 

submit an Interlibrary loan request, simply click on the “Submit Interlibrary Loan (ILLiad) 

Request” link in the window which will appear after clicking “Search for Full Text/Find 

Copy”.   

 

Source 
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If you have questions or problems, ask a librarian for assistance! 


