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  Financial Aid Financial Aid   

    NewsletterNewsletter  

CONTACT US: 

Mail: Financial Aid Office, 100 Reservoir Road, Herkimer, NY 13350 

Phone: (315)866-0300 ext 8282 or 1-888-GO-4-HCCC 

Fax: (315)866-0062 

Office Hours: Mon-Friday 8:00am-4:30pm 

Website: http://www.herkimer.edu/admissions/financialaid/ 

Email: finaid@herkimer.edu 
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Impor tant  Dates  

FAFSA School Code 

004788 

TAP Schoo l  Code  

2254 

August 31st……………….Move-In Day 

September 1st…………..New Student Orientation 

September 2nd…………Classes Begin 

September 7th………….Labor Day/College Closed 

September 2nd-9th…..25% Tuition Incurred 

September 10th-16th…50% Tuition Incurred 

September 17th-23rd…75% Tuition Incurred 

September 24th…………100% Tuition Incurred 

October 7th……………….1st Federal Financial  Aid Disbursement  

                (Refunds mailed approximately 10/14) 

October 12th……………..Columbus Day/College Closed 

November 4th……………2nd Federal Financial Aid Disbursement   

   (Refunds mailed approximately 11/12) 

November 10th………….Last Day to Withdraw F/T Classes 

November 11th…………..Veterans Day/College Closed 

November 12th………….Returning Student Spring Registration Opens 

November 26th, 27th….Thanksgiving/College Closed 

December 11th…………..Classes End 

December 14th-17th…..Final Exams 
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Do I still have time to file Do I still have time to file 

for Financial Aid?for Financial Aid?  

Students  that file their Free Application for Federal Stu-

dent Aid (FAFSA) after July 1, 2009 are considered late 

applicants.  These students may need to make payment 

arrangements with our  Bursar’s Office if their financial aid 

is not in place at the beginning of the Fall semester.  Stu-

dents that do not make arrangements may be deregistered 

from their courses. 

Students have until June 30, 2010 to complete their FAFSA 

for the 2009-2010 academic year, however late applicants 

may need to pay for tuition, fees, books 

and other expenses upfront to prevent  

deregistration.  Once the student has 

completed their FAFSA, earned their aid, 

and attendance has  been verified, they 

may be reimbursed.    

  

  

Selected Selected   

ForFor  

Verification?Verification?  
Verification is the process of comparing the   

information reported on your FAFSA with the 

information on your federal tax return and 

other financial statements.  Approximately 

30% of our students are randomly selected for 

Verification. 

The Financial Aid Office may also manually  

select an applicant for Verification if there     

appears to be conflicting or inconsistent infor-

mation on their application. 

If there are discrepancies between your appli-

cation and the information submitted, you or 

the school will correct the FAFSA.  Federal 

law mandates that we complete Verification 

prior to awarding federal funds. 

Students that are selected for Verification 

will need to provide signed copies of  the stu-

dents and/or parents 2008 federal income tax 

return, and a completed 2009-2010 Verifica-

tion Worksheet.  

 

 

 

Before receiving a Federal Direct Student Loan , first time 

student borrowers at HCCC must complete an Entrance 

Counseling Session online.  This provides useful tips and 

tools to help you understand your loan responsibilities, in-

terest rates and repayment options.   

Students can access this session online at www.dl.ed.gov, 

by clicking on Entrance & Exit Counseling, selecting En-

trance Counseling, and completing the Stafford Loan Tuto-

rial and Quiz.   

The session takes approximately 20-30 minutes to com-

plete.  Students must continue the session until they re-

ceive a confirmation message.  Students that have not com-

pleted the session or received a confirmation message will 

need to retake the Entrance Counseling Session.  Once the 

session is completed an electronic confirmation is sent to 

HCCC within 2-3 business days.   

The school is unable to disburse a student loan until the 

Entrance Counseling requirement is completed.  

 

ENTRANCE 

COUNSELING 
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All first time borrowers of the Federal Direct Student Loan are required to 

electronically sign a Master Promissory Note (MPN).  By signing the MPN, students agree to pay back any 

Federal Direct Student Loans they received to pay for their education. 

Students can access the MPN website at www.dlenote.ed.gov, by clicking on Complete New MPN for Stu-

dent Loans, selecting the Subsidized/Unsubsidized option, and Proceed to MPN Login.   

Students will need their 4-digit Federal PIN to sign their MPN electronically.  Students that don’t remem-

ber their PIN may go to www.pin.ed.gov and Request A Duplicate PIN. 

Completing the MPN takes approximately 30 minutes.  Students should complete all 9 steps and receive a 

confirmation page when finished.   Once the session is complete an electronic confirmation is sent to HCCC 

within 2-3 business days. 

The school is unable to disburse a student loan until the MPN  requirement is completed.  

 

A dependent student’s biological or adoptive 

parent is eligible to apply for a Federal Direct 

Parent PLUS Loan up to the Cost of Atten-

dance.  This loan enables the parents to re-

ceive funds from the U.S. Department of Edu-

cation, to pay for their child’s education. 

To apply for a Federal Direct Parent PLUS 

Loan, the parent will need to complete a 

PLUS Loan Application.  The application can 

be downloaded off our website 

(www.herkimer.edu/admissions/financialaid) 

or picked up in the Financial Aid Office.  Ap-

plications are usually processed within 3-5 

business days. 

All students will need to complete their 2009-

2010 FAFSA prior to submitting a PLUS Loan 

Application.   

Can My Parent Take  

Out a Loan? 

 

 

 

 

Bills are generated approximately one month before school 

begins.  If the student’s financial aid is complete when bills 

are generated their aid will be applied to any tuition, fees, or 

on campus housing expenses.  Students that have enough 

financial aid to cover their expenses, are not required to pay 

any charges up front.   

If students do not have their financial aid in place, or do not 

have enough financial aid to cover their expenses, they will 

need to contact the Bursar’s Office to make payment arrange-

ments to prevent them from being deregistered from classes. 

Some students may have excess financial aid left over after 

charges are paid, that can be used to purchase their books at 

HCCC’s Bookstore, and/or purchasing a meal plan.  Instruc-

tions will be found inside the student’s billing packet.     
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Thinking About   

Withdrawing? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Will I Owe Anything? 

Students that are awarded financial aid, does not mean they are entitled to 100% of their aid if they with-

draw.  Students have to earn their financial aid by attending their classes regularly.  If a student with-

draws prior to earning their aid (the ninth week of classes), they may only be eligible for a certain portion of 

their awards.  The Bursar’s Office will use a process called Title IV Recalculation to determine how much 

aid the student has earned. This process takes into consideration the number of days a student has at-

tended class throughout the semester.   Students that withdraw, often usually end up owing the college 

money after the Title IV Recalculation process because they don’t earn enough aid to cover their charges.  If 

a student decides to withdraw any time after the third week of classes, they are still responsible for 100% of 

their tuition, fees and bookstore charges. 

Will I Be Eligible For Financial Aid Next Semester? 

Pell, Direct Loans, SEOG (Federal Aid)-A student may lose their federal aid eligibility if they do not meet 

SAP requirements (Satisfactory Academic Progress) during the semester they withdrew.  If a student is 

academically dismissed he/she will not be eligible for federal aid. 

TAP, Part-Time TAP, APTS (State Aid)- Students that withdraw will lose their state aid eligibility for the 

following semester.  NYS requires that a student completes each term that aid is awarded.  If a student 

withdraws they do not meet this requirement.   

 

If a student decides to drop a class during the first 3 

weeks of classes, they are not entitled to any federal 

financial aid for that dropped class.  Although a stu-

dent may be responsible for a portion of the class 

charges, aid will be adjusted to reflect your new enroll-

ment status (half time, three quarter time, etc.)  State 

aid will be prorated based on your tuition charges. 

If a student drops a class after the census date, they 

will incur full tuition liability and are eligible for their 

federal aid.  (If a student is receiving a loan they must 

maintain at least 6 credit hours). 

R E F U N D SR E F U N D S     

 

 

All financial aid is applied to all tuition, 

fees and charges.  State aid is disbursed during the 

3rd week of classes, however no refund checks are 

generated at this time.  During the 5th week of 

classes, the first half of a student’s federal aid is 

disbursed.  If half the students federal aid and all 

state aid is greater than their bill, a refund for the 

excess will be mailed to the student’s permanent 

home mailing address.  The majority of students 

will not see a refund until the 9th week of classes 

after the second half of their federal aid is applied 

to their account.  Note: Refunds will only be 

mailed after attendance and/or participation has 

been verified. 
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If you have already completed your FAFSA for another school, 

but you have decided to transfer IN to HCCC 

OR 

If you have already completed your FAFSA for HCCC,  

but will be transferring OUT to another school for the spring term, follow the steps below. 

 

Add our school code to your FAFSA 

Log on to www.fafsa.ed.gov 

You will need your federal PIN to access your 
FAFSA.  If you don’t know your PIN you can 
“request a duplicate” at www.pin.ed.gov 

Go to FAFSA follow up, step 3, and select “Add 
or Delete a School Code” 

Add Herkimer County Community College to 
your FAFSA (School Code 004788) 
Click “next” 

Select housing plans, click “next” 

Click “submit my school codes” 

 

Add our school code to your TAP application                
(NYS residents only) 

Go to www.hesc.org 

Under Students, Families, Borrowers & Counsel-
ors, select “New York Residents” 

Select “Manage My Account” 

Select “View TAP Status” 
Log on with your HESC User ID and PIN 
Select Continue 
Select the “Academic Year” 
Select Review/Update Your TAP Information 
Select “Modify Your Answer” for the Fall and 
Spring terms. 
Add Herkimer County Community College to 
your application (School Code 2254), or the ap-
propriate school code for the transfer school. 

Additional Information for Students Transferring Out 

Attend Exit Counseling Session  
Students that are transferring to another school, and borrowed a student loan while attending HCCC will need to com-
plete an online Exit Counseling Session at the end of their fall semester. www.dl.ed.gov. 

Defer your student loans 
Students that borrowed a student loan while attending HCCC should ensure that their loans are deferred while they 
are enrolled at their new school.  Students that continue at least half-time qualify for an In School Deferment.  Stu-
dents can download an In School Deferment Form at www.dl.ed.gov.  Questions regarding an In School Deferment 
Form should be directed to the Direct Loan Servicing Center at 1-800-848-0979.  

Applications for the Herkimer County College Foundation Scholarships and the SUNY Empire Diversity Scholar-

ship will be available during the Fall 2009 semester.  Students will be notified through their college email when 

applications are available.  Applications can be completed online or paper applications can be picked up in the 

Bursar’s and Financial Aid Offices.   

Recipients are notified during the spring semester, and most scholarships are applied for the following fall se-

mester.  The Foundation offers over 75 scholarships with various monetary values and eligibility requirements.  

A complete listing of scholarships can be located in our college catalog.  Students are encouraged to apply. 

 


