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BRIEFS

Celebrating 50 Years  
of  Excellence
On January 13, 1966, the State 
University of New York Trustees 
resolved to sponsor and establish a 
community college for the County 
of Herkimer. Approval was given 
for classes to begin in 1967 with a 
predicted full-time enrollment of 200 
to 225 students. With that resolution, 
Herkimer County Community College 
became the 29th community college in 
the State of New York.

Since then our students and alumni 
have experienced great achievements 
-- in the classrooms, on the athletic 
fields, in co-curricular activities, 
internships, and in their endeavors 
after they graduate. More than 20,000 

graduates now call Herkimer College 
their alma mater. Our alumni live and 
work in all corners of the world as 
business leaders, educators, health 
care workers, therapists, counselors, 
television personalities and producers, 
scientists, engineers, technicians, 
accountants, artists, musicians, public 
servants, investigators, attorneys, 
entrepreneurs, and more..

Herkimer College has made a 
significant impact on the economic 
and social well-being of the local and 
regional community. Through our work 
to provide educational excellence 
and opportunity, the local community 
benefits from workforce development, 

an expanded economy, reduced social 
costs, higher business revenues, 
increased individual earnings, more 
career opportunities, greater availability 
of public funds, and an eased tax 
burden.

During the coming year, we will 
celebrate our 50th anniversary and 
everyone connected to Herkimer 
College’s past, present and future. 

JOHNSON HALL CLASSROOMS 

Get a Facelift
 
Two Johnson Hall classrooms have undergone major 
transformations to take them from early 1970’s facilities to 
modern, flexible, multi-use spaces. 

The new SUNY Regional Center for Quality Assurance 
features 10 iMacs, 10 IPads, a three-dimensional printer 
and a plotter. The state of the art multi-purpose classroom 
supports faculty-led instruction of senior-level courses 
in quality assurance, engineering, physics and math. The 
space is designed to facilitate the dynamics of smallgroup 
learning and can easily be reconfigured for teams of 
students working collaboratively and seminar-style  
learning sessions.

The First Source Federal Credit Union Center for Applied 
Business and Entrepreneurial Studies provides an 
advanced and interactive learning space for senior level 
business courses. 
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Phaethon 
Receives Awards
 
Herkimer College’s literary magazine, 
Phaethon, won second place among 
eastern division small colleges in 
the Community College Humanities 
Association’s 2015 Literary Magazine 
Competition. Three students also won 
awards from the competition. Zachary 
Vercz, Mohawk, NY, came in first place 
in the short stories category for his 
story, Poppy Seeds and Prince Harry. 
Shunyu Yao, Herkimer, NY, came in first 
place in the artwork category for his 
work, Untitled. Xavier Goins, Lacona, 
NY, came in third place in the artwork 
category for his work, Untitled. 

Faculty advisors for the Phaethon are 
Andrew Devitt, Assistant Professor, 
English; Blake Pitcher, Assistant 
Professor, Digital Graphics; and 
Matthew Powers, Instructor, English. 
Copies of the magazine may requested 
by emailing litmag@herkimer.edu. 
A digital edition is available at www.
herkimer.edu/phaethon.

Leadership Campaign 
Achieves 100% 
Participation Goal
 
The Herkimer County College Foundation recently 
announced results of its first annual Leadership Campaign, a 
fundraising initiative to encourage 100 percent participation 
in the 2015-16 annual campaign of the governing boards of 
the College and its auxiliaries. 

Foundation President Frank Kapusta said, “I’m happy to 
report that we achieved 100 percent participation in the 
Leadership Campaign. This shows the tremendous support 
and faith that the board members have in the College and 
Foundation, as well as the direction for the future.”

The objective of the Leadership Campaign was to obtain 
100% participation from members of the four governing 

boards – the College Board of Trustees, Foundation 
Board, Housing Corporation Board and Faculty-Student 
Association Board.  “Being able to show that each and 
every member of the four leadership boards have made 
a monetary contribution puts us in a better position for 
conducting a capital campaign or annual fund drive 
in the future. The participation of the board members 
demonstrates the strength, commitment and dedication of 
the leadership team in supporting the growth and success 
of Herkimer College.”

Kapusta added, “We are thrilled with the success of the 
campaign and are appreciative of the support!”
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Friday, September 30

Alumni Hall of Honor Induction 
Ceremony & Reception, 5 p.m., 
Alumni Hall 

Please join us for the 2016 Alumni 
Hall of Honor induction ceremony. To 
commemorate the 50th anniversary, we 
will also recognize the 24 current Hall 
of Honor inductees. This event is open 
to all free of charge. Complimentary 
hors d’ouerves and a cash bar will be 
available. www.herkimer.edu/alumni 

Saturday, October 1

Activities, Presentations, Displays, 
Games and Entertainment

There will be something for everyone, 
including an art show, car show, 
farmer’s market, solar star gazing, 
campus tours, wagon rides, displays, 
presentations, book signings and more. 
Alumni basketball, lacrosse, baseball 
and softball games will take place. 
Refreshments will include a Chicken 
BBQ, concession stand and beer 
garden. The day will conclude with a 
spectacular fireworks display at dusk.

For a complete list of activities and 
events: www.herkimer.edu/fallfest

Sunday, October 2

Cruise with the President  

Join President Cathleen McColgin 
and her husband Bob McColgin for 
Sunday brunch on a chartered Erie 
Canal cruise. With the beautiful fall 
scenery and the incredible Erie Canal 
as a backdrop, our charter aboard Lil’ 
Diamond III will be a most memorable 
way to complete the weekend. The two-
hour cruise will start and end at Gems 
Along the Mohawk, located at 800 
Mohawk Street in Herkimer. $20 per 
person. Reservations will be required as 
seating is limited.  

Visit www.herkimer.edu/50  
or email alumni@herkimer.edu  
to be placed on our mailing list  

for more information as it  
becomes available. 

Join Us! Fall Fest & Alumni Weekend 
                      

BRIEFS

50th Anniversary

FRIDAY,  
SEP. 30, 
SATURDAY 
OCT.1,
SUNDAY, 
OCT. 2
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Partners
in Education

Herkimer College Housing
Cogar Foundation
Slocum Dickson Foundation
Herkimer College Professional Association
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Casale
Curtis Francisco
David & Janet Griffith Family Fund
Keno Auctions / Leigh Keno

Mr. & Mrs. Steven J. Altieri
D’Arcangelo & Co. LLP
Manning & Napier
Dr. Cathleen McColgin  
& Mr. Robert McColgin
NYS Correctional Officers  
& Police Benevolent Association
IBEW Union Local #43
Mrs. Margaret Hager Hart
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Katherine Montano, 58, of Sauquoit, NY, passed away 
February 24, 2016 at the Martin Luther Home in Clinton, NY 
after a seven-year battle with cancer. Katherine served for 
34 years as the coordinator of public relations at Herkimer 
County Community College. She grew up in New York Mills 
and attended St. Mary’s and New York Mills High School. 
She is survived by her husband Donald and sons Kevin ‘14, 
Jordan and Jonathan. Katherine was a past president and one 
of the founding members of the Mohawk Valley Mothers of 
Multiples Club and was active in the Mohawk Valley Ad Club. 

Class of 1969 
Paul Thomas Wood, 67, of Utica, passed away 
unexpectedly on Tuesday, July 14, 2015. Mr. Wood was a 
graduate of West Winfield Central School, Herkimer County 
Community College and attended Stony Brook. 

Class of 1972 
Louis H. Schmidt, 72, formerly of the Town of Salisbury 
and more recently Deltona, Florida, passed away 
unexpectedly on Monday, September 21, 2015. Mr. Schmidt 
was a graduate of Dolgeville High School as well as a 
graduate of Herkimer County Community College and 
Syracuse University. He was a veteran of the Vietnam War 
serving in the US Army from 1962-1968. He was the 
former owner and operator of Dr. Schmidt’s Incredible Car 
Cures in Salisbury and taught Automotive Technology at 
Herkimer County Community College for several years. 
He later relocated to Longwood, FL and began operating 
Exclusive Imports. After selling that business he built a 
garage in Deltona, FL operating Central Florida Trikes, 
building custom motorcycle trikes and was a member of the 
Brothers of the Third Wheel. 

Class of 1973 
Gregory J. Brockway Sr., 63, of Sylvan Beach passed 
away on Wednesday, July 15, 2015. Mr. Brockway was 
a graduate of Rome Catholic High School and Herkimer 
County Community College. He retired from Owl Wire 
in Canastota and previously worked at Laribee Wire and 
Montgomery Wards. He enjoyed fishing, canoeing, hiking 
and attending car races with his family and friends. 

Class of 1974 
Kenneth P. Young, 63, of North Syracuse, formerly of 
Clinton, NY, passed away on Saturday, March 19, 2016 
with his loved ones by his side. He was born on January, 
1953 in Utica, NY. He attended Poland Central School and 
transferred his senior year graduating from West Canada 
Valley. He worked as a carpenter for over 36 years. He 
was an avid whitewater kayaker and loved the challenge of 
navigating rapids in the northeast with his fellow boaters.

Class of 1977 
Ann Waldron Burton, 84, of Frankfort, NY, passed away 
February 5, 2016 surrounded by her family. She was born 
on March 11, 1931, attended Frankfort school and was 

united in marriage with Robert F. Burton in July 1949. Ann 
was a travel agent at Upstate Travel in Utica and a librarian 
at the Frankfort Public Library. She also was a volunteer at 
Our Lady of Queen Apostles Church in Frankfort.

Class of 1977 
Thomas Edward Wood, 67, of West Canada Creek Village 
in Poland, NY, passed away on November 7, 2015 at his 
residence with his loving family at his side. After graduating 
from Poland Central School, in 1966, Mr. Wood enlisted in 
the US Navy. He served for four years during the Vietnam 
era and was honorably discharged in 1972 at the rank of 
Electrician’s Mate 3rd Class. After his military service, he 
graduated from Herkimer County Community College. He 
retired in 2006 from Owens-Illinois Glass Container Division. 

Class of 1978 
Anthony J. Costanzo, 68, of Dolgeville and most recently 
Whitesboro, passed away on Tuesday, July 21, 2015 at 
his home with his loving wife and family by his side. He 
worked at MDS in Herkimer for 17 years and then became 
an insurance agent working for Prudential until 2004 and 
most recently went to work with the Costanza Agency in 
Frankfort. 

Betty A. Paul, 57, of Oriskany Falls, passed away Monday, 
July 27, 2015 at St. Elizabeth’s Medical Center in Utica. 
She was a graduate of Madison High School and Herkimer 
County Community College, and was employed with 
Covidien in Oriskany Falls for 25 years. 

Class of 1982 
Donna Stradling Bardsley, 57, of West Eaton, NY, passed 
away February 5, 2016 at Crouse Community Center in 
Morrisville. She was born on February 13, 1958 in DeRuyter, 
NY and was a graduate of Otselic Valley Central School. 
She worked as a medical assistant in the Keever Family 
Practice in Oriskany Falls and Cazenovia. Donna’s children 
and her extended family were the light of her life. She was a 
member of the Georgetown Baptist Church. 

Class of 1983 
Donald Edward Ortlieb, 55, of Binghamton, NY formerly 
of Dolgeville, NY, passed away unexpectedly on February 
20, 2016 at Binghamton General Hospital. He was born on 
August 24, 1960 in Little Falls, NY to Edward and Sandra 
(Darling) Ortlieb. He graduated from Dolgeville High School 
with the Class of 1980. Don spent his career at the Boys 
and Girls Club of Binghamton, where he volunteered until 
he acquired a full-time position as a mentor and counselor. 
He played drums, enjoyed listening to music, watching old 
classical movies, traveling and spending time with his family. 

Class of 1989 
Brian C. Holtz II, 48, of Jamesville, NY, passed away 
February 23, 2016. He was born in Rome, NY and was 
a graduate of RFA. Brian played lacrosse at Herkimer 

In Memoriam
Herkimer College extends its sincere sympathy to the families of the following 
deceased alumni and members of the Herkimer College family.


